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has long been extensively worked by primitive methods.
which is carried on mainly with China but to some extent with
India, consists in the export of wool, xnusk, borax, and bides, and
In the import of tea and cotton goods. The principal routes from
Chir.r. lead to Lhasa from Chengtn in Szechwan, by way of Ta-
chienlu and Batang, and from Sining-fti in Kansii, "by way of Donkyr
and the Tangla Pass. From India the chief road is by SikMm and
the Chiimbl valley to Gyangtse.
MONGOLIA
Mongolia includes parts of two of the great physical regions of
Asia. The north-west of the country consists of the Altai and other
mountains which belong to the Central Asian Highlands, while
the remainder forms the Mongolian plateau, which has an average
elevation of 3,000 to 4,000 feet, and Is part of the region of relative
depression north of the folded Knaliin mountains. The whole
country lias an extreme climate, the summers being hot and the
winters cold. In the desert of Gobi, in the south, the annual rain-
fall is less than 10 inches, but in the remainder of the country it is
generally sufficient lor the growth of grass on the plateau, and of
coniferous trees on many of the mountain slopes. Hence the
people are almost exclusively confined to pastoral pursmits, and
possess -great numbers of horses, cattle, sheepa and camels, with
which they wander, each group within its own territory, ever on
the search for fresh pasture. Inner Mongolia, which lies between
China Proper and Manchuria on the one hand and the Gobi Desert
on the other, has a somewhat better climate; unlike Outer Mon-
golia, which is now independent , Inner Mongolia is under Chinese
control, and is attracting large numbers of Chinese settlers, who
engage in agriculture in the more favoured localities, especially in
those in which irrigation1 is possible. Towns are few, and Urga
alone is of any importance. Formerly, the tea sent from China to
Russia was carried by Mongol caravans from Kalgan to Kyakhta,
but since the opening of the trans-Siberian line most of it has goae
by rail. The exports of Mongolia consist of pastoral products*
which are sent to China, tea, cotton, and miscellaneous articles
being received in exchange.
FOREIGN TRADE OF CHINA
The following tables show the value of the foreign trade of